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Ten-Year Development History of WFCMS (2003-2013)

Xu Chunbo, vice secretary-general of WFCMS

1. Preparation & establishment

Oct. 1991, WHO and SATCM convened International Convention of Traditional Medicine (Beijing'2000), issued Beijing Declaration
and demanded to strengthen international exchanging & cooperation of traditional medicine. It was suggested to found an
international TCM academic organization.

May, 1997, Zhang Wenkang, minister of Ministry of Public Health of China appointed Li Zhenji to lead the preparation. Delegates
show active response to this on the first international conference of Integrated Traditional Chinese and Western Medicine.

Oct. 1998, more than 30 academic organizations from 18 countries, such as USA, UK, Canada, Holland, Australia, France, Spain,
New Zealand, made a registration application together to relevant departments of China as sponsors.

Apr. 2000, the first preparation meeting was held in Beijing. 102 leaders of academic organizations from 21 countries signed the
Recommendations to found World Federation of Chinese medicine Societies. Li Zhenji took up the post of general secretary of
preparation committee.

Jun. 2002, WFCMS was approved to be resisted in China by Zhu Rongji, Premier of the State Council of China, and Li Langing,
Vic-Premier of the State Council.

Apr. 2003, Second preparation meeting was held in Beijing. Constitution and organization been discussed on the meeting.

Spe.25, 2003, World Federation of Chinese Medicine Societies was established in Beijing. 2000 delegates from 118 academic
organizations covering 37 countries and regions attended it.

The conference approved the constitution and established the 1st Council Board and 1st Supervision Board. Chairperson of WFCMS
is She Jing, who is the former Vice-Deputy of Health of P.R.China and the Deputy of State Administration of Traditional Chinese
Medicine of the People’s Republic of China. Vice-Chairperson is Li Zhenji who is the former Vice-deputy of State Administration of
Traditional Chinese Medicine of the People’s Republic of China.

Purpose of World Federation of Chinese Medicine is: Enhance the understanding and cooperation between traditional Chinese
medical groups from all countries (regions), strengthen the academic communications, improve the professional skills, protect and
develop traditional Chinese medicine, promote traditional Chinese medicine into the system of the main medical science and boost
the communication and cooperation between traditional Chinese medicine and other medicines for greater contribution to human
health.

Overall Goals of WFCMS is: One center: international exchange, and cooperation of TCM; Two key points: One is academic,
science & technology and talent; the other is project, market and management; Three bases: TCM strategy research base, TCM
international standard research and promotion base, TCM base for academic, information, talents and product exchange.

The main businesses of the organization are (1) to work out international standards related to Chinese Medicine and push forward the
health development of Chinese Medicine worldwide;(2) to conduct various academic activities and promote international exchange
and cooperation among societies of Chinese Medicine in order to heighten academic level;(3) to build an international exchange
platform for promoting the circulation of Chinese Medicine, health-care products and medical equipment’s;(4) to carry out
international qualification ( level ) tests for Chinese Medicine practitioners containing acupuncturists, pharmacists, nurses etc, to
improve their qualifications and establish their academic positions;(5) to hold various training courses about therapy, techniques,
health preservation of Chinese Medicine to advance practitioners’ professional ability and provide talent exchange for the
development of Chinese Medicine and its societies;(6) to establish internet work for information communication, distance medicinal
consultation, distance training and web office;(7) to publish academic journals for boosting the unique advantages of Chinese
Medicine internationally.

2. Great achievements in last 10 years
2.1 Organization System Development--One body and two wings
WFCMS have 234 Society Members from 61countries and regions, 59 Specialty Committee.

Actively recruit members: recruit excellent societies, medical, educational and research organizations as members. Comparing with
the society at the beginning ( 118 society members from 44 countries or regions), the number of countries increased 17 ( 38.6%) and
the number of members increased 117 ( 98.3%).

To promote the subject differentiation of TCM, WFCMS put great attentions on Specialty Committee development and has already
registered 59 Specialty Committees in the Ministry of Civil Affairs of China up to now.

To be more international, WFCMS made great efforts to increase the proportion of oversea Council Members. The proportion has
increased from 25% to 40% and the number of Specialty Committee of Pediatrics even achieved 55.2%.

Council Board and Supervision Board have changed the term of office twice according to constitution of WFCSM and enlarged the
number and country coverage of the Vice-Chairperson. The third council board increased the Executive Member of the Presidium (52
members from 26 countries and regions).

2.2 Three-level Academic Conference Platform
WEMS has established “Three-level Academic Conference Platform” to promote the international academic exchange.



The First level: World Congress of Chinese Medicine (WCCM). Held by WFMCS in different countries every year, WCCM have
already held 9 times in China, France, Canada, Singapore, Macau China, Holland, UK and Malaysia. WCCM got great supports in
these countries. Lots of government leaders sent congratulatory letters or attended congress in person. More than 10,000 experts from
50 countries and regions have attended WCCM and submitted 40,000 papers.

2010, as the only one TCM congress which entered the finalist of Top “100 Most Influential Meetings in China” released by 3rd
China Meeting Industry Convention, 7th World Congress of Chinese Medicine ranked 67th.

2011, 8th WCCM ranked 18th in list of “100 Most Influential Meetings in China”, and more than 13,500,000 relevant results about it
could be retrieved by Baidu and Google search engines.

The second level: Regional conferences. Held by secretariat together with local society members or council members, Regional
conferences focus on the regional hot issues and attenders of it mainly comes from surrounding countries.

The 1st China-Japan-South Korea congress of traditional medicine held in 2009, Japan. The 2nd China-Japan-South Korea congress
of traditional medicine held in 2010, China. TCM Forum on Asia-Pacific Exchange & Co-operation held in 2013, Malaysia. The 1st
Forum on Sino-Europe Cooperation and Development of TCM held in 2011, Germany. The First Congress of Scientific Chinese
Medicine held in 2013, St. Paul, Brazil. The 1st Africa Forum of TCM Development held in 2012, South Africa. The Summit Forum
of International Development of TCM held in 2010, Sydney of Australia. The Oceania Forum of TCM held in 2011, New Zealand.

The third level: Specialty Committee Conference. Held by Specialty Committees, those conferences held for 200 times in different
countries or regions, 50,000 experts from 50 countries or regions attended those conferences. 16,000 papers have been published.
Those conferences focus on the difficult point and hot issues of the subject and aim to promote the subject development of TCM.

2.3 International Standardization--Publish 10 Standards

Standardization is the strategic choice for promoting the modernization and internationalization of TCM. WFCMS attached great
importance to standardization. WFCMS has published 10 international organization standards and 1 specialty committee standard in
last 10 years.

1) SCM 0001-2009 Working regulation for formulation and publication of standards; 2) SCM 0002-2007 International standard
Chinese-English basic nomenclature of Chinese medicine; 3) SCM 0005-2010 International standard Chinese-French basic
nomenclature of Chinese medicine; 4) SCM 0006-2010 International standard Chinese-Spanish basic nomenclature of Chinese
medicine; 5) SCM 0007-2010 International standard Chinese-Portuguese basic nomenclature of Chinese medicine; 6) SCM
0003-2009 World standard of Chinese medicine undergraduate (pre-CMD) education; 7) SCM 0004-2010 World standard of
establishment and service CM (incl. acupuncture) clinic; 8) SCM 0008-2010 World classification standard for professional titles of
Chinese medicine doctors; 9) SCM 0009-2012 World Core Courses of Chinese Medicine Specialty; 10) SCM 0010-2012
International standard Chinese-Portuguese basic nomenclature of Chinese medicine.

The first Standard published by Specialty Committee of WFCMS Published in Nov.2012: Assessment Standard for Ethics Review of
Biomedical Research with Human Participants. According to the standard, the assessment of the Ethics Review Systems have been
conducted in 28 TCM hospitals of China to help them to establish the human subjects protection system of clinical research and
promote the abilities of ethics review.

We also have been conformed as A-liaison of ISO/TC249 in 2010 and playing an active role in ISO/TC249. Up to now, WFCMS has
already registered 6 experts in ISO/TC249/WGS5 or ISO/TC249/JWG1, and one of them act as the co-convener of WG5. WFCMS has
proposed three New work Item Proposals since 2011: Basic nomenclature of TCM (proposed in 2011); TCM vocabulary Part 1:
Chinese Materia Medica (proposed in 2012); Establishment and Service of TCM ( Incl.Acupuncture) Clinic (proposed in 2013).

The short-term aim of standardization of WFCMS is to develop relative international standards to meet the international demands. In
long-term, WFCMS will aim to become an organization recognized by ISO for the development of international standards on TCM
and an organization for developing more “de facto” international standards which will be able to get into the WTO trade standard
system directly.

2.4 International Examination & Training----improve the practice ability

As the subjects of the international TCM services, the qualification and the academic level of professional practitioners directly affect
the services quality and the international image of TCM. International training and examination aims to promote the qualification and
academic level of those practitioners.

Publish International Training Planning Outline of WFCMS in 2008. WFCMS aims to set up a credit and certificate regulation of
international training which is coordinate with the regulations of in-service education of relevant countries and establish an
international training system in multiple channel, level and form. We provide content-rich training courses in various forms. Such as
Special Technical Training of TCM acupuncture, Special Diagnosis and Treat Technical Training and Tutorial courses Before
Examination.

The technical title gained by examination and evaluation is the identification of international Chinese medicine personnel’s
professional competence and academic position and the objective evidence that gaining social reputation and legitimate rights. Based
on the Constitution of WFCMS and World Classification Standard for Professional Titles of Chinese Medicine Doctors, World
Chinese medicine professional title examination is an international examination with the ultimate objective to promote profession
technical level and the overall qualification of TCM practitioners by examination and assessment.

The ultimate objective of world Chinese medicine professional title examination (assessment) is to promote learning and enhance the
overall qualification of world Chinese medicine Professionals. Based on the Classification Standard, WFCMS formulated World
Examination (Assessment) Measures for Professional Titles of Chinese Medicine, setting up the framework of world professional



titles of Chinese medicine including Chinese medicine, Chinese materia medica, nursing, teaching, and research, etc.

2.5 Network Information Platform----Websites Group consisting of official website assisted by special subject websites
Broaden the channel of international communication by setting up official website, WFCMS have established information service
platform of TCM and publishing academic journals. The websites group was consisted of official website and assisted by special
subject websites.

The official website mainly Issues the official information of WFCMS. The World TCM conference website mainly issues the
consultation of the Three-level Academic Conference of WFCMS. World Chinese Medicine News mainly Supply the new,
comprehensive and useful information service of TCM for the public. The website of Journal of World Chinese Medicine mainly
supplies online manuscript submitting, examining and reading service of the Journal of World Chinese Medicine.

The Journal of World Chinese Medicine was first issued in 2006. Now it is the source journal for Chinese Science and technology
papers and citations, and Chinese Academic Journal Comprehensive Evaluation Database, and also be indexed by international
databases, such as Ulrich's PD and CA in 2013. It have be translated into many languages, such as Japanese, lItalian,
Malaysian( published); Australia, America , Canada, North Europe(decide to cooperate); England ,Singapore, New Zealand, Russia,
Korea (under discussion).

WFCMS Newsletter: Published by secretary in Chinese-English, WFCMS Newsletter mainly issues the information of WFCMS
and the development of TCM over the world. It is distributed to members, Chinese embassies, foreign embassies in China, TCM
universities in China.

International Award for Contribution to Chinese Medicine: Started in 2005, International Award for Contribution to Chinese
Medicine awarding to the group or individual who has made contribution to international academic exchange and cooperation of
TCM. It has run for 5 times, and 6 groups and 22 individuals were awarded till now.

2.6 Secretary Construction----An energetic, efficient, pragmatic and harmonious team
The Secretariat located in Beijing China is an office for the routine work of WFCMS. We should strengthen the construction of it,
aiming to build an efficient and harmonious team for supporting the development of WFCMS. Secretary-General is Li Zhenji.
Deputy-Secretary-Generals are Jiang Zaizeng, Huang Jianyin, Xu Chunbo and Chen Lixin.

Secretariat has 11 departments, they are: 1) the Office of International Award for Contribution to Chinese Medicine; 2) Academic
Department; 3) Finance Department; 4) Department of Sci-tech and Standardization; 5) Qualification Examination
Department; 6) Department of International Training; 7) Department of Talent Exchange and Cooperation; 8) Department of
International Liaison; 9) Department of international Information Service; 10) Guidance Center for Clinical Evidence-Based
Research; 11) World Journal of Chinese Medicine, and a clinic names Yu Fang Tang Chinese Medicine Clinic.

3. Experience

3.1 clear targeting task & proper strategic guidance

Constitution clearly outlines the objective and tasks of WFCMS. General target is “one center, two key points and three bases”. Pay
great attention to strategy research and top design of our work and be good at analyzing tendency. For example, Modernization
Strategy Research of TCM, International Standardization Strategy Research of TCM, Service Trade Research of TCM, led by
secretary-general Li Zhenji.

3.2 Flexible Mechanism & Capable Leader

To improve the work efficiency, Secretary-General Li Zhenji put forwards the following requirements: 1) Propose new target,
mechanism and solution. 2) Optimize organization structure, position and assignment of personnel. 3) Improve the style of leaders,
working and studying. 4) Increase the efficiency of working, economy and the treatment of workers.

3.3 proper team structure, efficient and pragmatic work
People are the first element to decide whether the career is successful or not. WFCMS unite talents of all aspects and the leaders of
WFCMS are good at selecting and appointing talents, exercising young people. Secretary always pay attention to the cultivation of
team construction and call for efficient and pragmatic work.



